
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/03/31 : CIA-RDP87M01152R000500580037-9 






StCREf 


Priority Handiing 


Congressional ^ 
Action / i 


SUBJECT: , 

HAC Van Wagenen - Questions on Guns and Funding for Contras 



REQUEST NUMBER 


TO: (Officer designation, room number, 
and building 



RECEIVED FORWARDED 


EXTENSION 


OFFICER’S COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom 
INITIALS to whom. Draw a line across column after comment.) 



. -w 

'X# 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/03/31 : CIA-RDP87M01 152R000500580037-9 













Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/03/31 : CIA-RDP87M01 152R000500580037-9 


25X1 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/03/31 : CIA-RDP87M01 152R000500580037-9 



^ Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/03/31 : CIA-RDP87M01152R000500580037-9 

worm— 




CENTRAL AMERICA 


Trouble with the L aw 

Nicaragua wins a 

m • fighting between the Sandi. i ki;^o . 


O 

TO 


i«:«> 


1N3WHDVUV 


Nicaraguan dispute; the central issue it- 

S)n' ^ any time 

soon. The Nicaraguans say that their doc- 

^entation will be ready in three months. 
At that pomt, the U.S. has the right, as in 
^ other lawsuit, to respond. B^e pro- 
^ure IS an extremely protracted one. 

® ^ exchange of writ- 

ten arguments, and then a series of hear- 


• fighting between the Sandi- 
Mm government and the U.S.- 

inspired con/ro guerrillas sputters 

' . * Nicaragua’s northern bor- 

^r. skirmishes between Washington and 

Ue^ds: in newspapers, at fund-raising 
‘^‘“srooms and alo^ 

Through leS 

ch^en^, diplomauc maneuvers 
and pubbc relations jabs, Nicara- 
Marxist-Ied government and 
™ Administration have 

^n fighti^ for the hearts and 
minds of the mternational diplo- 
iMUc community. In this not-at- 
all-^ret war of words, the US. last 
embarrassing set- 
tle. The 16 judges of the World 

in a series of firm decisions ? 
delivered from their imposing head- } 

acknowl- ^ 

I N‘caragua’s right to bring 
I smt against the U S. for its support 
of the co/irras and to seek damages 
for the guerrillas’ activities. The 
will stUl have to be argued, but 
tte courts decision to grant the 
« hearing ended what 
»me U.S. oflicials considered to be 
Washington’s last real hope of ex- 
tricating Itself from a potentially 
damaging public relations morass. 

r«he*s claimed respon- 
1 ^ Nicaragua’s har- 

bors last February and March (the 
n^mng stopped by April). The San- 

fh^^f before 
me Umted Nauons Security Coun- 
cil in New York City, introducing a 
glutton that called for the imme- 
diate end to the mining of Nica- 
ragiwn ports. The U.S. used its Secu- 
.7nn block the resolu- 

bl‘ca™«uans then decided &SS.v- "^iv - , - 

to take their complaint to the World Foonafth. 

Court, the judicial arm of the U N ^***b ecase;cowlra5owMlcara«ia,lw.» ia, 
anrf tK« r-_ . Facing a dilemma over whether to ignore the verdict. 



only Amencan member of the panel Rea- 

gan-appointi^ Judge Stephen ^hw^W 

thev han"* ‘’"'y '"°"‘hs ago that 

they had an open-and-shut case ” Sute 

Diriment lawyers were understandably 
disappomted by the ruling. They raid^ 
owever’ that the decision marked a set- 
teck of Uctics rather than strategy in U S 
policy toward Nicaragua and that they 
need to amend that policy 
F " retried that the court 
Ij- should never have been asked toset- 
:Ue what IS essentially a political 
.depute. Said Sute Dep^mem 
I Spokesman Alan Romberg- “We 

‘bat the court is 
not the proper forum, either as a 
matter of law or for helping to 

V cn^ff ''f“*^“bJl resolution of the 

conflict m the region.’’ Privately 
however, U.s. officials conceded 
that instead of challenging the 
rourt sjuru^iction’ they should sim- 
ply have refused to contest the r- iise 
^ ^"‘beir part, the Sandinistas 
tounded a note of jubilant righ- 
teousne^. “Today is a historic^y, 
a day of triumph for the cause of 
^ce, a day of hope for humanity,’’ 
Foreign Minister x-c— 


. — lor numamty.’’ 
Forei^ Minister Miguel d’Escoto 

“ Managua. “If 
line U.S has] any quarrel with us 
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and the highest forum for resolving 

for the ne«*r^ Central American matters 
tor the next two years. Last week the court 
overwhelmingly rejected Washinmon W 
gument that it had no jurisdiction. 

ihan tK- involved nothing more 
han the court s right to decide the U.S.- 


1^- The final verdict is not expected be- 

^nrth Moreover, the World 

com h^ no power to enforce its rulings 
But last week’s decision was noneihe- 
a clear rebuke to the U.S., a longtime 
J^ampion of the rule of law, b; a com ^o! 
wdely viewed as partisan. Respected ju- 
F^n. ^‘^b U.S. allies as BritaS 
^nH^' Gcnnany. Italy and Japan 
^nd in favor of Nicaragua. The sole dfs- 
^o'ce on the crucial issue of Nica- 
agua sstonding in the court came from the 


wuarrei wiin us. 
any justification for their illegal and 
murderous activities, let them bring 

<LIh O'^^by are they afraid?’’ 
&id Paul Reichler, an American 
helped represent the 
&ndinistas m The Hague; “The 
Kwgan Administration has to de- 
cide whether the U.S. is for or 
agamst mternational law.’’ 

niP ‘^bo'ce is hardly that sim- 
ple, but the Administration does 
face an mpleasant dilemma. If the 
U.S. decid^ to defend itself against 
Niwra^s charges once argu- 

. begin, it sUnds a good 

chance of losing the case, and thus 
havmg Its efforts to end Nicara 
^^bversion in Central America con- 
demned as lawless Even U.S. Sute De- 
partment officials acknowledge that the 

‘he US 

the court’s jurisdiction was 
made after profiles of the 15 elected 
‘beir views were compTlS 
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